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BRIDGE NOTES

This double-dummy problem was composed many
years ago by Sidney Lenz. The object is to make Seven
Hearts against the queen-ofclubs lead. Best defense is

assumed, and, of course, declarer is allowed to see all 52
cards.

* * *
Win the queen of clubs with the king, discarding a
diamond, and continue with the ace of clubs. Then:
1. If East ruffs, overruff, cash the ace of spades and lead
the queen through West’s king. West must play the king
of spades on this trick or the next one, whereupon you
ruff in dummy and finesse the ten of trumps to score the
rest of the tricks.
2. If East discards a spade on the ace of clubs, trump
the ace, play the A-Q of spades as before and take

a trump finesse. Then cash your remaining spade or
spades, enter dummy with a diamond to the king and
ruff another club, reducing your hand to theA-K-J of
trumps and nine of diamonds. Lead a diamond to the
ace, lead anything at all from dummy, and East’s Q-7-6
of trumps succumb to your A-K-J.
3. If East discards a diamond on the ace of clubs, dis-
card your nine of spades and take a trump finesse . Then
enter dummy with a diamond and repeat the trump
finesse. After you cash the A-K of trumps, this becomes
the position:

When you now play the four of hearts, West can dis-
card the ten of clubs as dummy also discards a club, but
when you next play the three of hearts, West is caught in
a three-suit squeeze. No matter which suit he discards,
the rest of the tricks are yours.Cartoons

1. The Lockhorns
2. Dennis

The Menace
3. Garfield
4. Zits
5. Madam & Eve
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Across

1 First outcome from an oil rig (8)

5 Dust one may well find on the bathroom shelf (4)

9 Sensational piece of luck getting free (5)

10 Most woe-begotten pair (7)

11 Not how other people would picture you? (4-8)

13 Reformation of Daniel is fixed (6)

14 One’s new church initially selected (6)

17 They may have been highly strung in the Wild

West (5,7)

20 It’s essential to reform a cad and a liar (7)

21 Either way it’s essential to a helicopter (5)

22 Enlightened times (4)

23 Patching battered headgear (8)

Down

1 Slow-moving mice may get snapped up by them

(4)

2 I follow a serial about a Jew (7)

3 Lack of interest in contrast (12)

4 Fighting a lawsuit (6)

6 Anna has love in her heart for another (5)

7 It is involved with change and deception (8)

8 Was dirt-cheap? Hardly! (4,3,5)

12 Secured a routine job and set about it (8)

15 He’s unwilling to give credit (7)

16 It’s hot to the tongue, and cold to the ear (6)

18 Red-faced because of a mild expletive? (5)

19 Catch up with some (4)
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SUDOKU

Across

1 Causing needless anxiety (8)

5 Run away (4)

9 Not suitable (5)

10 To hire (7)

11 Paranormal (12)

13 Lawsuit (6)

14 To puzzle (6)

17 Apathy (12)

20 Small partitioned space (7)

21 Outflow (5)

22 Entice (4)

23 Co-operate (4,4)

Down

1 A malarial fever (4)

2 Culpable (2,5)

3 Unemotional (6-2-4)

4 Runner-up (6)

6 Web-footed river mammal (5)

7 Exciting, suspenseful book (8)

8 State capital of Utah (4,4,4)

12 Insane (8)

15 Showy flowering shrub (7)

16 Happened to (6)

18 Exclude (5)

19 Fervour (4)

10-Minute Crossword 15376

IT’S IN YOUR STARS
Yesterday’s solution:

Across: 1 Look sharp, 8 Often, 9 Disport,
10 Degree, 11 Decent, 12 Abstract, 15 All clear,
18 Etched, 20 Enmity, 21 Emulate, 22 Orion,
23 Tradesman.

Down: 2 Opine, 3 Kipper, 4 Heritage,
5 Potent, 6 Eternal, 7 Unsettled,
11 Decameron, 13 Screamed,
14 Old maid, 16 Latent, 17 Scales, 19 Extra.

Across: 1 Precision, 8 Adieu, 9 Summons,
10 Lissom, 11 Remiss, 12 Take over, 15 Outburst,
18 Mainly, 20 Recoup, 21 Inferno, 22 Elude,
23 Desultory.

Down: 2 Rouge, 3 Commit, 4 Sinister,
5 Native, 6 Missive, 7 Summarily, 11 Resources,
13 Katmandu, 14 Stuck-up, 16 Unused, 17 Divert,
19 Liner.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20):
Maintaining a low profile becomes
you. Yet, at the same time, you are
more attractive and charming than
usual. Expect to encounter success
when dealing with loved ones,
family, or key business matters.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19):
Only offer the most reliable
advice and best quality support
and products. Take the time to
brainstorm, to research, and to
comply with rules. Don’t even give
a sample away until it passed a
crucial quality test.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
You will go far when you put your
best foot forward. You are such a
charmer that you could sell an ice
cream cone to the Good Humor
man. Use good taste in creative
venues and social savvy to make
useful connections.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Band-Aids come in many shapes
and sizes. There could be an
opening so that you can extend
your hand in friendship or where
you can offer a sincere apology.
Clear up misunderstandings while
you have someone’s attention.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Opposites may attract, but the
birds of a feather that flock
together usually stay together. A
flirtatious text message might give
you some amorous ideas. Sudden
attractions and romantic passions
are highlighted.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Let the big bad wolf huff and puff
until he is out of breath. Like the
three little pigs you can weather
any stormy condition if you have
built solid defenses. Be prepared
for an unexpected message from
a friend.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20):
Planned improvements will be
implemented successfully if you
listen to solid and sound advice.
A certain amount of adjustment
may be necessary when you are
challenged to take reasonable
criticism to heart.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Be practical, thoughtful, and
thorough. Sometimes the best
executive decision is to make
no decision at all. Making snap
judgments and relying upon quick
reactions could stir up some
unnecessary trouble.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Rules can be broken, changed or
put into place. You can follow the
letter of the law or the spirit of the
law. Being prim and proper doesn’t
mean you can’t be warm and loving
when dealing with the object of
your affection.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22):
You may experience an urge to
climb up on a soapbox to espouse
a cause. If you have your facts in
hand you will receive attention in
group situations and will be able
to persuade people to fully accept
your views.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22):
Fight off the tendency to “stir
things up.” You may be frustrated
by the reactions of a partner or a
requirement to toe the line. This is
a poor time to confront someone
or something as your energy levels
are low.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20):
The hounds seldom catch up to
the experienced old fox. You can
pick up the scent of confidential
information and put it to good
use. However, be very discreet.
Someone might be suspicious if
you probe too deeply.

Words
Yesterday’s answer: envier, genie, give, given, giver,
grieve, grin, grins, inverse, reign, rein, reive, resign, resin,
reversi, REVERSING, revise, reviser, ring, ringer, rings,
rinse, rinser, rise, risen, riser, rive, riven, river, seeing,
seine, seiner, serein, serin, serving, siege, sieve, sign, sine,
sing, singe, singer, sire, siren, sirree, vein, venire, vernier,
versine, vine, vise.G Q
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Using the letter G somewhere in every word, can you
make at least 17 words of four letters or more out of these
letters? At least one word will have all the letters. No
proper names.

For online tips go to sudoku.com

No. 3487
This is the world’s most addictive numbers game.
The aim is to fill the grid so that every column, every
row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.
You need to reason out where to place the missing
numbers by using the numbers given in the grid and
a process of elimination. This is a game of logic not
mathematical ability.
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Dear readers. We know that you love our puzzles page and we want you to let us know if you have any concerns or comments by sending an e-mail to
kuben.chetty@witness.co.za

NORTH
 5
 8 5
 A K 7
 A K 8 5 4 3 2

WEST
 K 10 7
 9
 Q 10 8 3
 Q J 10 9 7

EAST
 8 6 4 3 2
 Q 7 6 2
 J 6 2
 6

SOUTH
 A Q J 9
 A K J 10 4 3
 9 5 4
 –

NORTH
 5
 A 7
 8 5 4

WEST
 K 10
 Q 10
 J 10

EAST
 8 6 4 3 2
 J

SOUTH
 A Q J
 4 3
 9

An interesting look at 
unfamiliar life in a cult

CULT  SISTER
LESLEY  SMAILES

TAFELBERG

BOOK  REVIEWER:  INA  KOEN

INITIALLY I found this autobiography
a bit boring. As the story progressed, it,
however,  became  quite  an  interesting
read. The back page information is a bit
misleading as the bad experiences Lesley
had (except for the threat of losing her
children)  happened  mostly  before  she
joined  the  cult.

Leslie Smailes was a “damaged” drug­
taking rebel who was expelled from her
school hostel in Somerset West. She had
an abortion, which she blamed on her
mother. She was also a rape victim. Add­
ed to this was the divorce of her parents
and the later suicide of her beloved fa­
ther. She took a gap year after school and
went to the United States. Her mother’s
parting words when she left were: “Don’t
get married and don’t join a cult”. This,
of course, is just what she did, although
not entirely  intentionally.

Life  in  the cult community was not

an unhappy time  for Smailes. The de­
scription of the nomadic lifestyle of the
cult  and  the  family  unity  among  the
brothers and sisters is very interesting.

There were hardships, difficult preg­
nancies,  miscarriages,  and  two  of  her
children  suffering  from  jaundice,  to
mention a  few. However,  there was al­
ways support and love offered by the oth­
er sisters. She always managed to create
a homely feeling in whatever shelter they
lived, be it in a tent under the bushes,
or  in  an  abandoned  apartment.  They
raided dumpsters  for discarded  food.

Nevertheless, she and her family never
went to bed hungry. She home schooled
her children and they had friends within
their community to “spend time” with.
The cult demanded very strict disciplin­
ing of the children and the word “play”
was forbidden. Her biggest fear was that
her  children would be  taken  from her,

placed in foster care and sent to school.
When joining the cult, you break entirely
with your family, so members of the cult
elect to stay on the move. Smailes mar­
ried Thomas so that she did not have
to return to South Africa. The fact that
she  was  allowed  permission  from  the
Elder (the evangelist and cult leader) for
occasional family visits and letters while
the others were not, is not explained in
the book. Despite hardships, life with the
cult was good for Smailes and strength­
ened her belief  in God.

She now again  lives  in South Africa
but looks back on her nomadic life with
some  fondness.

I recommend this book as an easy read
giving the reader insight into a lifestyle
which is totally unfamiliar to most of us.
• Ina  Koen  is  a  teacher  at  St  John’s 
DSG,  a  part­time  translator  and 
lecturer.

creative  and  sensitive  reading  of  the 
gender  violence  theme;  while  the  irrev­
erent  but  never  disrespectful  Angel 
Heart  ventures  into  the  risky  waters  of 
religious  send­up.

The  Swimming  Lesson  and  Other  Sto­
ries  is  a  collection  that  stands  out  for 
its  unusual  perspectives;  its  frank,  often
uncomfortable  treatment  of  taboo  top­
ics;  its  creative  risk­taking;  and  its  skil­
ful  and  observant  recreation  of  worlds 
gone  by,  which  still  leave  their  after­
shocks.

Moolman,  a  multiple  award­winning
poet,  author  and  playwright,  is  being 
hosted  by  Epworth  and  UKZN  Press.
• RSVP  to:  pneethling@epworth.co.za

ESTELLE  SINKINS

FORMER  Pietermaritzburg  resident  Ko­
bus  Moolman  is  launching  his  new  po­
etry  anthology,  The  Swimming  Lesson 
and  Other  Stories,  in  the  Epworth  li­
brary  in  Pietermaritzburg  at  5.30 pm 
for  6 pm  on  May 2.

Written  in  a  range  of  styles,  voices 
and  genres,  each  of  the  10  stories  of­
fers  original  insights  into  the  difficulties 
of  staying  afloat.

Whether  the  challenge  is  being  dif­
ferently  abled  (with  all  the  outsider 
isolation  this  brings);  lower­income 
family  life  under  unbending  patriarchal 
rule;  or  being  born  a  female  child  in  an 
abusive,  gendered  culture;  the  narra­
tives  are  convincing  (often  humorous) 
in  their  portrayal  of  trapped  lives  striv­
ing  for  transcendence.

The  darkly  funny  Kiss  and  the  Briga­
dier  invokes  the  stultifying  boredom  of 
small­town  life  and  the  captured  men­
talities  of  its  understimulated  citizens; 
Extracts  from  a  Dispensable  Life  offers  a 

A skilful take 
on difficult 
themes


